Speaking Truth to Our City
Acts 5:17-42 – April 11, 2010
Sermon Notes

Responses to Truth
Speaking Truth

God Changes the City by Changing People
Discussion Questions

1.  Instruction: Why were the apostles arrested?  What physical and verbal attacks happen to the apostles for teaching about Jesus (vv.17-28,33)?  What response does the Sanhedrin have (vv.34-40)?  Why is the counsel Gamaliel gives unwise?
Application: What type of suffering have you experienced as a follower of Jesus?  Why is a pluralistic post-modern society so difficult to preach Jesus to?
2.  Instruction: How do the apostles respond to the religious leaders (29-32; 41-42)?  Why is it that they rejoice because of their suffering?
Application: Grab a whiteboard or large sheet of paper or something to write on so the group can see; make two columns, one labeled “Harmful”, the other “Helpful”.  Under the first column make a list of all the harmful ways the Church has preached Truth to our culture (subheadings of “Attack” and “Avoid”); under the second list ways that the Church could Affirm our culture yet still Announce God’s Truth.
3.  Instruction: According to 1 Cor 3:6-7 and Colossians 2:19, what/who grows the Church?  God changes the city/culture by changing people.
Application: What are some of the objections to Jesus that those in your network of friends have?  Pray that those objections would not overwhelm you.  What plans does your CG have to teach the resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins?
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