The Impact of One Person
Acts 6-8:1 – April 18, 2010
Sermon Notes

Serving

Speaking

Sacrificing

Discussion Questions

1.  Instruction: Read Acts 6:1-4: What needs had arisen that had to be met?  What was the apostle’s response?  What were the qualifications for those serving?  What did the apostles want to focus their time on?  Why?  According to verse 7, what was the result?

Application: Remember the people that God has in your life that you’re praying for?  Share with your group what plans God has put on your heart to serve/love them?  If you’ve already taken some steps, share what the experience(s) has/have been like. 
2.  Instruction: As a group, summarize 6:8-7:53: What kind of man was Stephen?  What were the false accusations against him?  In Stephen’s sermon what historical figures does he recall?  What is an occurring theme?  What is he trying to do?

Application: Turn to the person next to you and tell them your story of faith and what people in your life were instrumental to you coming to know Jesus, or share where you currently are in your understanding of Jesus.  After this, as a whole group, share what responses you have when someone points out your sins to you (this is what Stephen was doing to the leaders!).

3.  Instruction: Read 7:54-8:3: What is the response to Stephen’s sermon?  Why would verse 56 be offensive to the hearers?  What are Stephen’s last words?  In what ways is this similar to Jesus’ last words?  What were some results of Stephen’s martyrdom?

Application: Would you be willing to die for Jesus?  What makes Jesus so great that you would be willing to die? Pray for a life of service, speaking, and sacrifice.
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