The Church Persecuted, Scattered & Spreading
Acts 8 – April 18, 2010
Sermon Notes

Persecuted & Scattered

Power to Serve & Speak

False & True Belief

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Acts 8:1-4:  What was Saul’s purpose in persecuting the church? What effect did God plan to result from Saul’s attack on the church?

     Application:  Have you ever been persecuted for your faith in Jesus - how?  Why do you think God uses this type of pressure to move His people to share the Gospel?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Acts 8:5-8: How did persecution lead to proclamation? What caused the people to pay close attention to Philip’s words? What deeds to meet needs did God give Philip power to do?

     Application:  Are you in a situation of confrontation about Christ’s claims (or potential confrontation) that God could use for good? What needs in our city could God unite us to meet that might lead people to pay close attention to our words? Let’s ask God for power to serve and speak – let’s pray right now!

3. Instruction & Discussion on Acts 8:9-25: For what was Simon known in Samaria? How did he respond to Philip’s ministry? What did his willingness to pay money for spiritual power reveal?

     Application: In what way have you experienced a desire to have a good thing from God more than you want God Himself? 

4. Instruction & Discussion on Acts 8:26-40: Why was the Eunuch in Jerusalem? How had God prepared the Eunuch’s heart for the message of Jesus? How did God lead Philip to this opportunity?

     Application: How can you listen for God to prompt you to explain what Jesus did to save us? How is the Bible God’s powerful tool for bringing people to faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection for forgiveness?
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