Defend the Bible & God’s Existence
2 Timothy 3:16-17; Romans 1:18-20 – May 2, 2010
Sermon Notes

How Do We Know the Bible is God’s Word?

How Does God Show Himself to Everyone?

Recommended additional reading to grow in being Christ’s disciple, to defend the Bible and God’s existence:
1. Louis Berkhof’s “Systematic Theology” pp. 36-40 on “General and Special Revelation.”

2. R.C. Sproul’s “Reason to Believe,” – a response to common objections to Christianity: chapter one: “The Bible Contradicts Itself. It’s Just a Fairy Tale.” Chapter seven: “There is No God.”

3. Josh McDowell’s “Evidence That Demands a Verdict,” pp. 1-78.

4. G.I. Williamson’s “The Westminster Confession of Faith for Study Classes,” pp. 1-29 on “Of the Holy Scriptures” and “Of God, and The Holy Trinity.”

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on 2 Timothy 3:16-17:  What does it mean that all scripture is “God-breathed”? What does the Bible claim about itself in: a) 2 Samuel 23:2; b) Isaiah 48:17; c) Matthew 22:34-40; d) 1 Corinthians 2:12-14?

     Application:  Because a book or writing claims to be God’s word does that make it God’s word? Is God alone qualified to prove or disprove the Bible’s claims? Should believers try to prove the Bible is God’s word by arguments and evidences outside of the Bible, or simply point to the Bible’s contents and leave it to God to convince people?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Romans 1:18-20: How does God show Himself to everyone? If creation and the Bible clearly show God to everyone why doesn’t everyone believe in God and the Bible? According to Hebrews 4:2 and 11:6, how must a person come to the Bible in order to know God and be cured of spiritual blindness?

     Application:  How have you experienced your own heart “suppressing” the truth about God? Read Hebrews 4:12-14 - how has God’s word been “living and active… discerning the thoughts and intentions of your heart… laying you bare before Him”? How has coming to be judged and healed by God’s word, rather than coming to judge God’s word, made a difference in your encounter with God?

3. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and/or Romans 1:20 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
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