Following Jesus Exclusively
John 14:6-7; Acts 4:12; 1 John 4:1-10 – May 9, 2010
Sermon Notes

Claims that Divide

Behavior that Includes

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction: Read the following verses and notice what claims are made about Jesus - John 14:6-7; Acts 4:12; Matt 16:63-64; John 4:26, 8:58. What other claims are made?  

Application: What is so controversial about Jesus’ claims?  How have people in your life responded to these claims?  Explain and discuss your experience with this quote, “everyone is exclusive, even those who think there are many paths to God”.

2. Instruction: Read Matthew 28:18.  What is Jesus calling the disciples/Church to do?
Application: Get out your whiteboard and make a list of some of the harmful ways that Christians throughout history have carried out this command.  What are some harmful ways that the Church today (maybe even our church or you personally) has taken this command and acted in ways that have been very divisive?  Next, as a group spend time in prayers of repentance, asking that God would use your community group as an agent of peace. (Do not go on to question #3 until you have done this.)
3. Instruction: Read 1 John 4:1-10.  According to verse 2, what is unique about Jesus’ salvation message in terms of its origin and purpose of salvation?  In verses 7-10 what do we read is the method of Jesus’ salvation?

Application: Make a third column on your whiteboard list marked “Gospel”.  In this column list what the Gospel looks like in its approach to religious performance, humility, world transformation, and reconciling behavior.  In summary, how do the exclusive claims of the Gospel actually lead Christians to be the most inclusive people?
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