Assured of God’s Love
1 John 1:8-2:2; 5:11-13; John 15:7-8 – May 16, 2010
Sermon Notes

How Can God Love Me Even When I Do Wrong?

Assured of Being Accepted and Approved by God

The Fruits of Assurance
Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on 1 John 1:8-2:2:  Why is it vital to admit sin and wrongdoing? What does it mean to “confess” sin? To what “transaction” is God “faithful and just” so He doesn’t make us pay for our sins? Who speaks to the Father (Judge) in our defense when we sin if we trust what He did for us on the cross?

     Application:  How important is it for you to be assured that God loves you, and He demonstrated it on the cross? When you know you have done wrong, can you admit it to God and others when you realize how much God loves you? Can you trust God’s love so that you take the slide into the deep water with Him?

2. Instruction & Discussion on 1 John 5:11-13: How good does a person have to be to be accepted and approved by God (see Matthew 5:48)? Where is eternal life, and God’s eternal acceptance and approval, found? What does John want his readers to know that God has given them if they trust in Jesus?

     Application:  Have you ever done wrong and thought, “I have to do right and make it right”? How is trusting in Jesus the end of your efforts to make things right?

3. Instruction & Discussion on John 15:7-8: What words and affection are exchanged between God and a believer in prayer? What steps of faith does God intend to result in the lives of believers? Why?

     Application: Does God’s love for you feel real or distant? Does Jesus’ act of love on the cross say anything to you about how much God loves you today? What scary “slide into deep water” steps is your heavenly daddy inviting you to trust Him for today?

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon 1 John 1:9 and/or 1 John 5:11-13 and/or John 15:7-8 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
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