Daily Living of a “Believer” Vs a “Disciple”
Luke 14:25-35 – May 23, 2010
Sermon Notes

Crowds of “Believers”

The Call to Commitment

Counting the Cost, Finding the Power

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 14:25:  Why were there large crowds traveling with Jesus? Where was Jesus going?

     Application:  Why are many people attracted to Jesus today? What peace, security and comfort does Jesus offer?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 14:26-27: What does Jesus say about family? What does Jesus mean by “hate”? Compare this passage to Matthew 10:37-39 – how must love for Jesus compare to all other loves? Why must love for Jesus be so much more?

     Application:  What about Jesus’ call to commitment shocks you? What actions indicate if a person loves Jesus more than: a) family; b) work; c) money; d) pleasure; e) their own life? What is the most fervent commitment to [anything] you have heard a person to have?

3. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 14:28-33: Why does Jesus instruct the crowd to count the cost of being His disciple? What results when the tower builder or king didn’t count the cost? 

     Application: Is it OK to just remain a “believer” and leave being a “disciple” to the really dedicated? What is Jesus’ goal with all who put their faith in Him (see Matthew 28:19-20)? What should a believer in Jesus do if they count the cost of being His disciple and realize it’s too hard? Who counted the cost [to build; to make terms of peace] for you?

4. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 14:34-35: Why is salt good? Why is belief good? When does salt (or belief) become worthless?

     Application: When might a believer’s belief become worthless? Where does Jesus want a believer to look for power to become Jesus’ disciple?

5. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon Luke 14:26-27 and/or Matthew 6:33 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.

Recommended Resources Online:

Missionary Commitment

1957 by Billy Graham 

http://www.urbana.org/articles/missionary-commitment 
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