How a Disciple Uses God’s Stuff
Luke 16:9-13 – May 30, 2010
Sermon Notes

Whose Stuff?

Stuff & Our Hearts

Using God’s Stuff in View of the Cross

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 16:9-12:  Whose stuff is everything in the world (cf. Ps 24:1)? With what responsibility are we entrusted (cf. Genesis 2:15)? Is anything yours that God didn’t give it to you with this responsibility (cf. Deuteronomy 8:17-18)?

Application:  Consider: a) the environment; b) poverty & wealth; c) Matthew 28:19-20; d) Matthew 22:37-39. How are we doing taking care of God’s stuff?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 16:13: How does money and stuff impact our hearts? How does money and stuff compete with God for our devotion? What law of the heart in Matthew 6:19-21 does Jesus give His disciples to show how to be freed from devotion to stuff?

Application:  How have you experienced this problem of trying to serve two masters? How has God’s love for you on the cross opened your heart to Him so that you want to use stuff & money as He directs?

3. Instruction & Discussion on 2 Corinthians 8:1-9: What is the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and how did the Macedonians use God’s stuff because of it? How generous were the Macedonians? For what end are Christ’s disciples to use worldly wealth (cf. Luke 16:1-9)? What reasons and ideas of what to do does Luke 12:32-33 give you? 

Application: In response to God’s love for you on the cross, which of these steps would you be willing to take in using God’s stuff: a) give 10% or more of my income each month to a church that teaches the Gospel and loves/serves the poor; b) give 10% or more of my time to join service projects of a Gospel church to make our communities great places to live?

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon I Chronicles 29:11-14 and/or 2 Corinthians 8:3-4, 9 and/or Matthew 10:8c this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
Online resources to consider in your Community Group:
1. Redeemer Pres of NY,NY – 20-day devotional on “Stewardship”

http://download.redeemer.com/pdf/stewardship/StewardshipDevotional.pdf
2. Generous Giving article on God’s Ownership and Man’s Stewardship
http://library.generousgiving.org/page.asp?sec=8&page=586 
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