The Fruit of the Gospel
Colossians 1:1-14 – June 13, 2010
Sermon Notes

Fruit

The Message

The Type of Prayer that Brings Fruit

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:3-6:  For what do Paul and Timothy give thanks to God? What does it mean, that faith, love and hope is fruit of the Gospel? Since faith and love spring from hope, in what are we to hope? What is stored up for you in heaven and what difference does it make on earth?

     Application:  Consider: If a person thinks of heaven too much will they cease being any earthly good? When believers in Jesus fail to love, is it because they have fallen in love with heaven or because they are still in love with the world?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:13-14: To what degree do these two verses capture the message of Christ? How does thinking about these verses magnify the riches believers have in heaven?

     Application:  Since God has saved you how does that give you reason to endure in difficult circumstances? Can you take steps of faith to love and serve others because your treasure is secure in heaven? What do the fruit of the Gospel look like in your life today?

3. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:9-12: What did Paul pray for them – think it through slowly? What is the connection between: a) knowledge/understanding of the Gospel message, b) hope in what is stored up for us in heaven and c) living a life pleasing to God? 

     Application: How can this explanation of how Paul prays for the Colossians change how you pray for yourself and each other? 

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon Colossians 1:13-14 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
Resources: Heavenly Minded for Earthly Good http://www.karenchaffin.com/curriculum.pdf 
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