Christ Supreme & the Passion to Proclaim
Colossians 1:15-29 – June 20, 2010
Sermon Notes

Christ Supreme

Reconciled?

Passion to Proclaim

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:15-19:  How is Jesus the image of the invisible God (cf.  John 14:9; John 1:18)? If “firstborn” means of first importance, how does this apply to Jesus? What is Jesus’ relationship to all things? What is Jesus’ relationship to the church? If the fullness of God is in Jesus, what does that make Jesus? 
     Application:  How do you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” What happens when you ask others, “Who is Jesus”? From this passage how would you recommend a person get to know God?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:20-23: What does it mean to reconcile? Why did there need to be a making of peace? How could Jesus uniquely be able to make peace by the cross? What is the before and after story in 21-23?
     Application:  How have you experienced alienation from God? Have you ever considered yourself God’s enemy? What does it mean to you that Jesus’ death on the cross was needed to reconcile you to God? What is your before and after story? 

3. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 1:24-29: How had Paul been God’s enemy (Acts 8) and what joy did Paul now experience? Why was Paul in prison (Acts 21:27-22:22) and how could he have spared himself much trouble? Why does Paul speak to everyone about Jesus?
     Application: What joy do you have now that God has reconciled you to himself by Jesus’ cross? What acts of love for God and love for others do you shrink from doing to gain safety, comfort and be trouble-free? What could we do together to see this energy Paul had be in us, to serve and speak about Jesus in our community?

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon Colossians 1:15-20 or 1:28-29 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
Online Resources:
1) World Religions Index: http://wri.leaderu.com/wri-table2/table2.html 
2) World Religions from nonChristian viewpoint:  http://www.wamware.com/world-religions/comparative/index.htm 
3) Aren’t all religions basically the same? http://www.christiananswers.net/q-aiia/religionssame.html 
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