Complete in Christ
Colossians 2:8-23 – July 4, 2010
Sermon Notes

Beware of Being Captured by Counterfeits

Know Yourself in Christ

Love Jesus; Hate Religion!

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 2:8:  Where does a “hollow and deceptive philosophy” come from? How are these philosophies “counterfeits”? How can you identify a counterfeit? 

Application:  What is an example of a counterfeit in our world today? In what way have you been captured by one of these philosophies?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 2:9-15: How many times does in Christ/him or with Christ/him occur in these verses? Silently read these verses and insert your name each time it says you or us - how does identifying yourself with Christ affect your view of yourself?

Application:  How has studying and knowing the genuine article (Jesus) enabled you to not be led astray? What truth about Jesus that is also true of you in Christ most encourages you to live differently? How has Jesus work on the cross freed you to love God and others?

3. Instruction & Discussion on Colossians 2:16-23: What are the “religious” practices that the false teachers in Colossae were pushing? What is the good news (Gospel) that makes you love God because He loved you? (Take one minute and explain the Gospel to each other)

Application: What religious practices trouble you and interfere with loving Jesus? How can disciplines of meeting with Jesus (read/study Bible and pray, attend worship service, serve others, give money or time, hang out with other believers, share faith with unbelievers) be either: a) religion or b) loving Jesus?

4. Memorization: Read Psalm 119:9,11. Would you consider memorizing and meditating upon Colossians 2:6-7 this week? Ask someone to call or text you a few times this week to follow up on this exercise of seeking God by faith in His word.
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