Really Hearing Jesus
Mark 4:1-20 – August 15, 2010
Sermon Notes

Parables, Secrets & Sincerity

Same Seed, Different Soils

Hearing vs. Really Hearing

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Mark 4:1-12:  What is a parable?  Why did Jesus speak to the crowds in parables?  Do parables do more to reveal truth or conceal truth?  Why might Jesus speak in parables so that they may be “never understanding”?  How does this test a hearer’s sincerity?

     Application:  How does this parable provoke you to want to really hear Jesus?
2. Instruction & Discussion on Mark 4:13-20: When the seed is sown on each type of soil, what does this signify?  Do all four types of soil, or hearts, “hear” the Gospel?  What makes the difference in how the Gospel is heard: a) is it the way the farmer sows?  b) is it the quality of the seed?  c) is it the quality of the heart of the hearer?     

    Application:  What type of soil are you?  What type of soil were you five years ago?  What type of soil would you like to be?  To whom must you look to be the good soil?
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