Lavish Love for Lost Sons
Luke 15:11-32 – August 29, 2010
Sermon Notes

The Younger Son

The Older Son

The Father

Discussion Questions

1. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 15:1-2: What is the setting when Jesus tells these parables (vv.1-2)?  What is the punch line of the first two parables (vv. 7 & 10)?  What was Jesus doing with the “sinners”?  Why can’t the Pharisees celebrate?

     Application: Have you ever resented someone who celebrated getting better than they deserve?

2. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 15:11-16: In vv. 12-13, what were the steps away the younger son took from his father, family and country?  To what emptiness did these steps lead in vv. 14-16?  

     Application: Have you ever taken steps away from God where you wasted blessings, became a slave in a lousy job in a far country, in a famine [of love or joy] where no one gave you anything?

3. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 15:17-24: In vv. 17-20 how do you see the younger son take these three steps back to his father: 1) See Reality; 2) Make Honest Confession; 3) Act on Confession? How does the son expect to be received? How does the father receive him? How does this illustrate our misunderstanding of how to return to God and on what basis He receives us?

     Application: Have you thought of returning to God? Would you return based upon your performances (e.g. “I’ll change, I’ll make it right”) or His lavish love that you can never earn?

4. Instruction & Discussion on Luke 15:25-32: How is this parable aimed at the Pharisees who can’t rejoice over sinners being found? Is the older son also lost?  Why is it more difficult to see the lostness of the older son? Why did this parable infuriate those who relate to the anger of the older son?

     Application: How does the father’s grace to the older son seek to retrieve him from the lostness of finding his standing before God (and others) based upon “keeping the rules”? Do you tend to get lost more often as a younger son or as an older son? How does Jesus’ death on the cross express the Father’s love to save His sons (and you) by the love of our “true elder brother”?

Recommended Resource: The Prodigal God, by Tim Keller - http://www.amazon.com/Prodigal-God-Recovering-Heart-Christian/dp/0525950796/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1283040789&sr=8-1 
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